
 
At Jacob’s Well in 2020 

Well, to say that 2020 was a challenging year has to be an under-
statement. A pandemic essentially shut down the city and made 

life quite difficult for At Jacob’s Well’s residents and dedicated 
staff. And yet, they rose to the challenge. Our staff  were named 
“essential workers” and continued to work throughout the year. 
Our residents stayed safe and healthy, and not one person came 
down with COVID-19. 

For the second straight year, we were able to buy a new proper-
ty. By purchasing the building next door, we not only increased 
our presence on the 300 block of  East 25th St., but we will eventu-
ally be able to create more social space for our residents by taking 
out the wall separating the two basements. The carriage house in 
the property’s backyard will be cleaned and renovated and, hope-

fully, create room for a gym and meeting room. 

Our results for fiscal 2020 show that, despite COVID-19, we 
had another year of  successfully improving the lives of  our resi-
dents. Of  course, our work will continue, but it is nice to know 
that even in the world of  social distancing, shutdowns and no At 
Jacob’s Well gatherings, we enjoyed the support of  18 organiza-
tions and over 100 individuals.   Many thanks to those who re-
membered us this year. We truly could not have guided our resi-
dents through this pandemic without all of  the help we received.          
Robert Briggs President, Board of  Directors  

At Jacob’s Well  
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 This year finding affordable housing for our transitional residents proved to be 
a bit more difficult due to the COVID outbreak/shutdown.  In addition the Depart-
ment of  Housing and Urban Development (HUD), which funds rental payments for 
AJW’s permanent housing program, reduced the amount for what is considered fair 
market rents, thus decreasing what can be paid to landlords for rental units.   

 For all the donations of  resident’s supplies, food stuffs and personnel protec-
tive equipment that has been donated, we want to send out a huge “Thank You!” to 
the members of  the Church of  the Resurrection, Saint Stephen’s Anglican Church, 
Bethany United Methodist Church, Baltimore Parish Works, St John the Evangelist 
Roman  Catholic Church, St. Philip’s Evangelical Lutheran Church as well as others.  
Without the support offered by your members, AJW would have been hard pressed 
to continue providing for all of  our residents during these trying times.     

 AJW was also able purchase the building directly adjacent to our offices at 325 
E. 25th St for use in the permanent housing program.   The building will be rehabili-
tated to contain three one bed room units and the lower level will be expanded into 
our office for use as resident community space. The carriage-house in the rear of  
the property will be used for resident common space.  

 We would like to thank the members of  the Youth Ministry at the Church of  
the Resurrection in the Lutherville-Timonium Community for offering to help do 
some much needed spring cleaning and garden plantings in AJW’s residents’ outside 
common areas.   

At Jacob’s Well’s “Hope Lives Here” 2021 Fundraiser 

Currently AJW is planning for a fall fundraiser, but we are not sure if  it will be live, online or 
some type of  hybrid.   As current health events unfold, we will post updates.    
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Many thanks!! We are very grateful to all who continue to  

support At Jacob’s Well’s Housing Programs.  

· Toilet Paper /Paper 
Towels 

· Toothpaste/Tooth 
Brushes 

· Floss 
· Soap Bars 
· Shampoo 
· Deodorant 
· Bleach & Household  

Cleaners 
· Dish Detergent 
· Bug Spray 
· Large Trash Bags 
· Dry Goods (Mac and 

Cheese, Pastas and 
Sauces, Peanut-Butter, 
Canned Meats etc.) 

· Brooms & Mops 
· Twin Size Sheets & 

Blankets 
· Towels and Washcloths 
· Board Games, Coloring 

Books, Jigsaw Puzzles 
· Small Kitchen 

Appliances (Coffee 
Makers, Toasters, 
Microwaves etc.) 

· Curtains 
· Dishes, Silverware, 

Glasses/Cups 

Residents’ Wish 
List 

The Point-in-Time (PIT) count is a count of  sheltered and unsheltered 
homeless persons in Baltimore City on a single night in January. This 

report is required by HUD for jurisdictions that participate in the Con-
tinuums of  Care Program.  It is an annual count of  homeless persons 
who are sheltered in emergency shelter, transitional housing, and Safe 
Havens on a single night. According to the report the 2020 PIT count 
represents only 19% of  the approximately 11,900 homeless residents 

that received assistance in Baltimore City from July 2018 to June 2019. 
The numbers reported below are for only a single night:  

· It was estimated out of the approximate 2,193 reported homeless for one night 
in January of 2020 : 52% of them were in emergency shelters, 34% were in tran-
sitional housing programs and 14% were un-sheltered.   (Un-sheltered are those 
living in public or private places not meant for human habitation, such as 
streets, vehicles, parks, vacant buildings etc…)  

· Of those receiving temporary housing: 83% reported being single, and 17% 
were families.  Males made up 83% with females making up 36%.  41% of all 
adults reported having serious mental health issues while 46% reported having 
substance abuse disorders.  5%  reported living with HIV or AIDS and 3% 
were survivors of intimate partner abuse. 

· Of those who reported as being un-housed:  100% reported being single with   
males making up 78% and females making up 22%.  49% reported having  seri-
ous mental health issues, 48% reported having substance abuse disorders.  22%  
reported living with HIV or Aids and 12% were survivors of intimate  partner 
abuse. 

Overall the number of homeless in Baltimore City has had a slight decrease from 
2019 by 4%.  Lack of mental health care and substance abuse issues continue to be 

a contributing factors for those experiencing  homelessness. 

The full report can be found at: https://homeless.baltimorecity.gov 

Baltimore City’s 2020 Point-in-Time (PIT)  

Report on Homelessness 
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Daffodils                                                                 
I wandered lonely as a cloud 
That floats on high o’er vales and hills, 
When all at once I saw a crowd, 
A host, of golden daffodils; 
Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze. 

Continuous as the stars that shine 
And twinkle on the Milky Way, 
They stretched in never-ending line 
Along the margin of a bay: 
Ten thousand saw I at a glance, 
Tossing their heads in sprightly dance. 

The waves beside them danced, but they 
Out-did the sparkling waves in glee: 
A Poet could not but be gay, 
In such a jocund company: 
I gazed—and gazed—but little thought 
What wealth the show to me had brought: 

For oft, when on my couch I lie 
In vacant or in pensive mood, 
They flash upon that inward eye 
Which is the bliss of solitude; 
And then my heart with pleasure fills, 
And dances with the daffodils.. 
William Wordsworth 


